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Alport hydro is switched on 

In July, a small team of students from the 
University of Sheffield will be visiting Alport, 
Middleton and Youlgrave to carry out an 
opinion poll on behalf of Sustainable 
Youlgrave. Supervised by their Professor, they 
will be going from door to door with a short 
survey asking questions on what you feel about 
improving the energy efficiency of your property 
to save energy/money (with an offer of help), 
renewable energy, environmental matters and 
whether it affects your lifestyle and behaviour. 

Please tell us what you really think…!  

The mini-hydroelectric installation at 
Alport Mill has now been completed and 
this summer should begin providing up to 
35 homes in Alport with ‘clean’ renewable 
energy. 

The project has been undertaken by 
owners Haddon Estate and sees the 
former water-powered corn-grinding mill 
returned to working action after lying idle 
for many years. 

The modern generating plant actually 
sits alongside the old mill, a Grade I listed 
building. Almost all of the new 
construction will be underground and out 
of site – in fact, the turbine house will be 
disguised by an outer ‘green’ roof of sown 
wild flowers. The mill pond has now been 
re-flooded and the flow of the River 
Lathkill has not been affected – it will 
continue to flow over the weir throughout 
the year. In addition, the development will have no detrimental effect on the fish or other wildlife, such 
as water voles and crayfish. 

Haddon’s successful planning application was enthusiastically supported by Sustainable 
Youlgrave, who backed the Estate’s vision and commitment to developing a form of renewable 
energy highly appropriate to the historic, rural setting and National Park designated landscape. 

Annual output from the mini hydro scheme is expected to exceed 140,000 kWh per year, which 
constitutes around 70% of the electrical consumption of Alport. It is estimated that this will reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions by around 100 tonnes every year. 

 

Alport Mill – site of Haddon’s new hydro development 
(photo: Brian Mallalieu) 

We want to get a clearer idea of not just 
people’s behaviour but also their attitudes and 
outlook on environmental matters. Are our key 
messages clear enough and how much support 
is there for Sustainable Youlgrave’s 
aspirations? The students, who will be 
introduced via the July issue of The Bugle and 
through a door to door mailshot, will all have 
ID. Please find a moment to answer their 
questions and encourage your friends and 
neighbours to do likewise.   
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Journey sharing – let’s try and make it work in Youlgrave 
Youlgrave JourneyShare: tel 630202 and 636570 
  
HOW IT WORKS:  
If you are prepared to offer a lift, ring us and say: 
¨ Who you are and give your address, telephone 
number(s) and car registration number 
¨ When and where you are going and the number of 
seats you are prepared to fill 
¨ Whether you would like passengers to make a 
contribution to the cost of their journey and, if so, either 
how much or whether you would prefer to discuss the 
amount with them. 

We will ‘advertise’ the journey on village notice 
boards, without giving your name or any other information 
about you, beyond a broad indication of your location (for 
example, Middleton). If there is someone who would like 
to travel with you, we will put you and them in touch with 
each other.   

If you would like a lift (either ‘one-off’ or on a regular 
basis), ring us with similar information 
We will advertise your wish in a similar way or put you in 
touch with a driver who is already offering the journey you 
want to make. (Sustainable Youlgrave has plans for 
computerising these procedures – watch this space.) 

Insurance and Liability Issues 
Drivers will owe the same duty of care to their passengers 

under the scheme as they would to any other passenger. 
It is our understanding that drivers may accept a 
contribution towards the cost of a journey of up to 40 
pence per mile travelled (not per mile per passenger) 
without falling foul of the normal rule that they must not 
use their vehicle for hire or reward. 

Scheme Conditions 
· Judith and John will not carry out checks on the 
bona fides, driving licence or insurance of drivers. 
· Judith, John and Sustainable Youlgrave will not 
accept liability for any accident or loss arising from or 
during a journey made under the scheme. 
· We will not be involved in collecting any money that 
passengers agree to pay. 
· We will use computers for recording driver and 
passenger details and will use them only for the purpose 
of running the scheme. 
· We will not post people’s personal information 
(names, addresses, telephone numbers etc) on village 
noticeboards nor shared with other third parties except 
as may be required by law. 
 
Youlgrave JourneyShare is run by Judith Orchard and 
John Sutcliffe for Sustainable Youlgrave. We welcome 
feedback from drivers and passengers who make 
journeys under the scheme. 

The full feasibility study into establishing one or 
more anaerobic digestion facilities in the Bradford 
Valley has completed its first phase. Commissioned 
by Sustainable Youlgrave and funded by grants from 
the Sustainable Development Fund and East 
Midlands Development Agency, the £45,000 study 
was launched in early spring and a great deal of 
work has already taken place. Over 40 local farms 
have been visited and the farmers interviewed; 
masses of facts and figures have been gathered and 
collated; potential sites have been identified; and 
numerous meetings have been held with a range of 
local authorities, relevant individuals and groups, as 
well as presentations to our farmers. The 
consultants, Methanogen & Associates, are led by 
Vicky Heslop who is working with David Collins and 
Graham Redman. They have assessed and evaluated the information and given presentations to 
both SY and local farmers, as well as an initial public meeting for our community. We await the next 
stage with anticipation. More to follow, as they say... 

Anaerobic Digestion study in full flow 
 

Local farmers at the AD presentation in May.  
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Save the honey bee – before it’s too late 
Honey bees (Apis melifera) are absolutely vital to us. They are our number one pollinator, 
responsible for the production of over 90 fruits and vegetables, as well as numerous plants and 
trees. But during the last few years bees have been dying in their millions, with devastated and 
empty hives (so-called colony collapse disorder) being reported across the world. There is still no 
clear reason why it’s happening, but suggested causes include disease, climate change, mobile 
phone signals (the radiation interferes with bees’ navigation system) and the widespread use of 
ever more insidious pesticides. 

Sustainable Youlgrave has added its voice to the growing concern over the plight of our native 
honey bee, joining the likes of Youlgrave Women’s Institute to call for more action to help bees – 
before it’s too late for us. Albert Einstein is supposed to have said that once the bees disappear we 
have only four more years left. So, here are some things you can do to help the honey bee: 
¨ Become a bee keeper – the British Beekeepers’ Association’s website is www.britishbee.org.uk 
¨ Plant your garden with bee-friendly plants such as asters, foxgloves, hollyhocks and sunflowers 
¨ Notify the council, police or local beekeeping association if you see a swarm of bees so they 

can be dealt with quickly and safely 
¨ Buy local English honey, not imported - go to www.localhoney.co.uk to find 

out more about where you can get Derbyshire and Peak District honey 
¨ Lobby your MP to get Government to spend more on research into honey 

bee health and highlight the issues (it will take their mind off worrying about 
expenses…) 

¨ Join our campaign to help the plight of the honey bee locally – what can WE 
do in the Youlgrave area? If you are interested in getting involved, or if you 
are a practising bee-keeper or want to have hives of your own, please 
contact Sustainable Youlgrave’s Judith Orchard on 01629 630202.  

Calling all composters 
Don’t forget to get your finest home-made compost 
ready for this year’s Youlgrave Horticultural Show, 
which will take place on Saturday 5th September at the 
Village Hall. Following our successful collaboration with 
Youlgrave Horticultural Association last year, when we 
hosted a ‘Compost Masterclass’ for local budding green 
gardeners, the Association introduced a new home-
made compost category at last year’s show. It excited a 
lot of interest and was hotly contested – and, for the 
record, first prize went to Sustainable Youlgrave 
supporter Val Cornish! How about lobbying the 
Horticultural Association to include a new organic 
gardening category this year?  

‘THE ART OF SUSTAINABLE LIVING’ 

SY member and long-time Youlgrave resident, 
Jeni Edwards, has published a very personal and 
thoughtful guide to readjusting our approach to life 
in order to seek true contentment. The book costs 
£4.99 and is available from Jeni on 01629 636550 
and also on sale at the Bakewell Bookshop.  
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Sustainable Bakewell 
Apologies to Sustainable Bakewell for incorrectly 
reporting in our last newsletter that they received 
over £8,000 from the Peak Park Authority's 
Sustainable Development Fund. Actually, SDF 
has awarded £1,900 towards the group's £8,000 
budget for its programme of events, projects and 
initiatives over the next six months. For ongoing 
updates on Sustainable Bakewell's programme, 
please visit their website at: 
www.sustainablebakewell.org.uk 

Sustainable Youlgrave began in 
2006 when a group of likeminded 
villagers in the Youlgrave area 

came together to discuss ways in which, by thinking 
globally but acting locally, we could do our bit to combat 
climate change and at the same time make our rural 
community fully sustainable. We are exploring a range of 
initiatives which covers renewable energy generation, 
educational and energy-saving projects, plus related 
themes such as promoting local shops and services. We 
cover the main settlements of Youlgrave, Alport and 
Middleton-by-Youlgrave. Sustainable Youlgrave is an 
independent community group run by and for local 
people. To get involved contact John Youatt on 01629 
636241 or Andrew McCloy on 01629 636125, or email 
sustainableyoulgrave@sustainableyoulgrave.org 
 
Sustainable Youlgrave’s free, quarterly newsletter is 
edited by Andrew McCloy – contributions welcome  
(see contact details above). 

Sustainable Youlgrave is a 
member of the Low Carbon 
Communities Network, a 
nationwide movement that 
aims to link, network and 
support the rapidly growing 

movement of climate change groups that are 
forming at local and community level. Its aim is to 
create a network of sustainable communities that 
offers mutual support, materials and infrastructure 
to make them more effective and efficient in 
collective action and lobbying for a low carbon 
future. Neighbouring LCCN group members include 
Bollington Carbon Revolution, one of the group’s 
co-founders. For more information go to 
www.lowcarboncommunities.net 

Sustainable Youlgrave has teamed up with the 
University of Sheffield to give villagers the 
opportunity to safely dispose of old and used 
batteries for recycling at four collection points 
around Youlgrave: 
¨ Hollands butchers 
¨ Parkers butchers 
¨ Youlgrave Post Office 
¨ Youlgrave Garage 
Look for the plastic tubs with lids and an 
appropriate poster, and simply drop in all your 
spent batteries. Domestic batteries of any size 
or shape (from AA and AAA to watch and 
camera batteries) are welcome. 

Battery recycling 
service introduced 
to Youlgrave 

The SY Annual Report 2008/09 is 
now available via our website 

www.sustainableyoulgrave.org or 
write to Englemere, Brookleton, 

Youlgrave, Derbyshire DE45 1UT for 
a copy, enclosing an A4 SAE. 
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