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Youlgrave

Do you blow hot and cold
about climate change?

How does climate change relate to our everyday lives and will anything we
do actually make a difference? Sustainable Youlgrave’s village-based event
next month aims to show that individual and community action really matters

Saturday 1st November, 11am — 3pm, Youlgrave Villag e Hall

How can we tackle global issues on a local scale? What simple lifestyle changes will
make our community more sustainable? Some of the clues will hopefully be provided on
Saturday 1st November when Sustainable Youlgrave puts on an array of displays,
demonstrations and entertainment for all the family. Entry is free and there will be Fair
Trade tea and coffee available, plus locally-sourced snacks and lunches. Among the
attractions:
- Tips on how you can save energy and money
Free items - cotton shoppers, carbon calculators, energy saving light bulbs
Quizzes, games and badge-making for younger visitors
Composting workshop
Giant carbon wheel and human powered generators
Children’s painting and poetry competition from pupils of Youlgrave School
Information on solar panels and other renewable energy technology
A selection of short films on climate change, courtesy of Youlgrave Cinema
Displays and guided tours of nearby Bankside Wildlife Garden
Try a ‘blind’ water tasting and guess which is our very own Youlgrave Water and
which is Severn Trent!
Information on Haddon Estate’s mini-hydro project and trout fishery
There will also be a photographic competition, with a theme of climate change and our
environment (photos will be exhibited in the Village Hall during the event). Meanwhile,
outside the hall will be parked the Climate Change bus, full of displays and information
from the Derbys/Notts campaign ‘Everybody’s Talking About Climate Change’.
If you would like any more details about the event please contact Andrew McCloy on
01629 636125. We hope to see you all there!



Anaerobic digestion in the Bradford
valley — full feasibility study imminent
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Above: Sustainable Youlgrave took local farmers to see an AD plant in August.

Sustainable Youlgrave will shortly be commissioning a consultant to carry out a full
feasibility study into the appropriateness and viab ility of setting up and running
one or more anaerobic digestion (AD) biogas plants in the Bradford Valley.

The aim is to generate biogas or electricity and heat from on-farm organic waste (and
possibly off-farm wastes) for use or sale, and produce safe farm digestates to displace
artificial fertilisers presently in use. Farmers are under increasing regulation regarding the
application of raw slurry to their land where they are situated in Nitrate Vulnherable Zones
(which restrict the nitrate application and spreading dates). This in turn creates storage
and spreading issues for farmers. The competitive tender enquiry has been sent out to
five consultants. The successful one will contact all working farmers in the Bradford valley
to find out those interested and gather relevant data from them about their farm system
and operation and other local off-farm wastes, before analysing them against all other
associated aspects and constraints. The study will consider local transportation,
appropriate types of AD plant, identify possible plant sites, consider plant operation,
regulations and the economics of finance and carbon.

Anaerobic digestion, as defined by the Renewable Energy Association (www.r-e-
a.net), is a natural biological process carried out by bacteria in the absence of air, by
which organic material is broken down into stable fertiliser and useful biogas. These
anaerobic bacteria are an integral component of nature’s waste management and are
commonly found in soils and deep waters, as well as in landfill sites.

SY group members have been busy furthering their own knowledge by attending an AD

seminar at Walford College in
Shropshire; while during August we
organised a group visit to Ludlow for
local Peak District farmers interested
in knowing more about AD (see
photos). They visited a pioneering
site run by AD and biogas
specialists, Greenfinch, which deals
with much of South Shropshire’s
organic green waste. It was a highly
interesting and useful visit,
prompting much positive debate.

Left: AD seminar at Walford College




GOVERNMENT OFFICE VISITS SUSTAINABLE YOULGRAVE

ABOVE: In August, a delegation from the Government Office of the East Midlands
visited Sustainable Youlgrave to learn about our work and future plans. The party
included Dr Mike Meech, Defra’s Head of Policy for Climate Change and

Sustainability for the East Midlands.

SY-University of Sheffield

Over the summer, several Sustainable
Youlgrave committee members met with
an academic from the University of
Sheffield to pursue the possibility of a joint
project, such as a domestic energy
efficiency survey of village properties. SY
has supplied a list of subject areas that the
university’s students could investigate — if
appropriate funding can be found.

‘Communities Together’

Sustainable Youlgrave has joined a new
umbrella group of local environmental
community groups to push the sustainable
agenda with local authorities and public
agencies — for instance, scrutinising
planning applications and commenting on
emerging policies and strategies (such as
the draft East Midlands Regional Spatial
Strategy). The group is called Dales
Climate Change Communities Together
(DCCCT) - or, for short, ‘Communities
Together’.

Carbon emissions from cars

We'd like to draw your attention to two
articles about cars. Although essential for
most of our lives, they are also of the main
sources of CO2 and other pollutants. A
determined attempt to reduce car
emissions must be a high priority for us.
Judith Orchard and John Sutcliffe’s
proposal for local journey sharing is
featured in the October Bugle — go to
www.thebugle.org.uk or our own website at
www.sustainableyoulgrave.org.  Please
sign up for journey sharing. There’s no risk
or cost, just be willing to do what already
happens less formally - offer to give or take
a lift whenever it's convenient. John Youatt
has also looked at the choice of cars in the
light of the banding of road tax according to
carbon emissions. He’s found there are
now over 70 models at band B and many
more at band A. His personal decision on
balance of function and carbon reduction is
a band B car — read about it in his article in
the November Bugle and on our website.




Sustainable Youlgrabegan in 2006 when a

WIRKSWORTH PURGES PLASTIC BAGS
Congratulations to Sustainable Wirksworth
on their successful campaign to reduce the
number of plastic bags given out by the
town’s shops. The group say that based on
information gathered from traders, the
numbers of plastic bags has fallen from an

group of likeminded villagers in the Youlgrave average of 12,000 given out over a week to

area came together to discuss ways in whi
thinking globally but acting locally, we coul

ch, byaround 3,000. One alternative for local
1 do shoppers is a specially-made Sustainable

our bit to combat climate change and at the sam@/irksworth calico bag. Costing just £1 and in
time make our rural community fully sustainablethree different styles, it was partly funded by
We are exploring a range of initiatives which ~ Wirksworth Town Council and is on sale at

covers renewable energy generation, educ
and energy-saving projects, plus related th
such as promoting local shops and service

ationathany local outlets — and almost 2,000 have
emesbeen sold to date.
5. We

cover the main settlements of Youlgrave, Alport TRANSITION MATLOCK LAUNCHED

and Middleton-by-Youlgrave. Sustainable

Transition Matlock was formally launched at

Youlgrave is an independent community group the beginning of this month at an event
run by and for local people. To get involved attended by 56 interested and enthusiastic
contact John Youatt on 01629 636241 or Andrevocal people. Featuring live music (and fresh

McCloy on 01629 636125.

local apples!), there were five speakers who

Forging links with
Youlgrave School

Sustainable Youlgrave is delighted to be
developing its ties with All Saints Primary
School, Youlgrave, promoting climate
change awareness and encouraging ideas
to develop a forward-looking and
sustainable local community. Pupils are
busy producing paintings and poetry for
our Climate Change Awareness Day on
1st November, with their work on display in
the Village Hall throughout the day. One
specific area in which SY is already
helping All Saints surrounds the actual
school itself. We're looking into ways in
which the Victorian school building can be
made more energy efficient — and hence
reduce the School’s escalating energy
bills. We hope to install energy monitors to
gauge the Schoaol’'s current energy use, in
order to identify potential savings; and
we're also looking into the efficiency of the
radon fans that hum all day long in the
chimneys. There are a number of other
potential avenues we might also pursue. If
you have any experience or expertise to
offer please call Brian on 636068.

explained the purpose of the initiative —
climate change, peak oil and what we can do
locally by bringing together existing
community activity and new ideas. People
then signed up to get involved in the various
working groups that will go on to develop
activities around local food, the local
economy, energy efficiency, renewable
energy, transport, recycling and reusing, and
health and wellbeing. For more information
or to get involved in one of these groups
please email helen.cunningham@mac.com.
Meanwhile, Sustainable Youlgrave’s
Chairman, John Youatt, was a guest speaker
at a meeting of the recently-founded
Transition Buxton; and we understand that
Sustainable Bakewell is about to officially
launch. More details to follow.

FORTHCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS
Community Action for Energy (CAfE) is
holding a conference entitled “Communities
Cutting the Cost of Carbon”. It takes place in
Oxford on 11th November and is free for
CAfE members. Details from
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/café. On 19th
November the East Midlands Expo 2008
‘Acting on Climate Change” will be held at
EPIC, Lincoln Agricultural Showground.
Information from
www.emra.gov.uk/news/events/east-
midlands-expo



