
  

 

Sustainable Youlgrave began in 2006 when a group of 
likeminded villagers in the Youlgrave area came 
together to discuss ways in which, by thinking globally 
but acting locally, we could do our bit to combat climate 
change and at the same time make our rural community 
fully sustainable. We are exploring a range of initiatives 
which covers renewable energy generation, educational 
and energy-saving projects, plus related themes such 
as promoting local shops and services. We cover the 
main settlements of Youlgrave, Alport and Middleton-by-
Youlgrave. Sustainable Youlgrave is an independent 
community group run by and for local people. To get 
involved contact John Youatt on 01629 636241 or 
email sustainableyoulgrave@sustainableyoulgrave.org 

 
No 6: July 
2008 

The  valley  of  the  River Bradford: Alport, Harthill, 
Youlgrave, Middleton by Youlgrave and Gratton 

Newsletter 

Middleton wind turbine gets go ahead 
Sustainable Youlgrave has welcomed the 
approval by the Peak District National Park 
planners of our valley’s first wind turbine. 

The 20 kW Gazelle machine is about 60 feet 
high and will stand alongside Mount Pleasant 
Farm near Middleton by Youlgrave, above the 
head of the River Bradford valley. It will provide 
about 80% of the energy used by the estate and 
is part of their wider renewable energy and 
energy saving package, which also includes 
insulation, an air heat pump, sustainable 
woodland management for woodfuel and home 
grown food. 

The application was supported by Friends of 
the Peak District and Sustainable Youlgrave. 
There was only one local objector. During the 
meeting, a committee member said the turbine 
was “gracefully designed and sensitively sited”. 
Similar sentiments were echoed by several 
committee members. 

The planning officers’ report, which 
recommended refusal, failed to adequately 
recognise the benefits, including the omission of 
the global green policies that have been adopted 
nationally. The report also heavily exaggerated 
the visual impact and visibility, contrary to the 
officers’ own landscape architect’s report, which 
wasn’t made known. The recommendation of 
refusal was rejected by 9 votes to 3.  

John Youatt, as SY’s Chair and planner, said: 

“It’s time such machines are recognised more 
widely as objects of grace and desire, not treated 
as eyesores. A broad cross-section of the UK 
public accepts well-designed wind turbines in their 
own right. The particular proposal was well 
conceived, an excellent example of the mixture of 
energy efficiency and new carbon-free energy that 
almost everyone advocates.”  

Although SY does not support wind farms 
locally, believing them inappropriate for the Peak 
District, it does advocate sensitively sited individual 
turbines – like the one at Middleton. Indeed, further 
sites will be discussed as part of SY’s proposed 
community owned green energy company’s 
ambitions. 

 

WANTED 

 
Early expressions of interest are invited to be the 

person to lead the creation of a community owned 
green energy company to be based on the people, 
businesses and natural resources in and around the 

River Bradford valley. Interested? Visit 
www.sustainableyoulgrave.org. Initial enquiries with 

short CV by email or phone to John Youatt: 
john@youatt.co.uk, 01629 636241. He will then 
forward them to Sustainable Youlgrave’s energy 

group and the main Committee. 

A 20kW Gazelle wind turbine. At Mount Pleasant, the 
trees that form a backdrop are of a similar height. 
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Sustainable Youlgrave (SY) held its second AGM 
in the Reading Room on 2nd June. About 25 
people attended. Chairman John Youatt thanked 
members and sponsors for the work and money 
that has made the campaign possible. SY has at 
least 90 email–registered supporters. Thanks also 
to all the organisations that have supported us, 
with grants now totalling £27,000. In particular, he 
paid tribute to Jeni Edward’s contribution as 
outgoing Treasurer and for her organisational 
work. We welcomed John Orchard as our new 
Treasurer and new committee members Mike 
Edwards and Suzanne Pheasey who, together 
with Sue Watmore, will share representation of 
Middleton by Youlgrave. 

We commissioned pre-feasibility studies into 
wind energy and anaerobic digestion, and nine 
local farmers are now interested in an anaerobic 
digester. We’re working on a prospective 
sustainable woodfuel project and we also support 
a proposed mini hydro project at Alport. 
Individuals in the valley have installed, or asked 
for permission to install, a wind turbine, an air heat 
pump, a ground heat pump and solar panels. We 
have tried to reach all residents in the valley and 
the percentage response has been higher than 
some similar projects we know of. 

SY is also an active partner in Youlgrave’s 
developing Parish Plan process, since there are a 

number of ideas and projects in common, such 
as lift and car sharing. 

Looking ahead, we are determined to set up a 
community owned green energy company which, 
if successful, would be partnered by a community 
trust, to spend a proportion of any profits 
generated. This would complete the work of the 
current voluntary association. 

The AGM concluded with a presentation by 
Shona Thomas of the Nottinghamshire & 
Derbyshire Energy Efficiency Advice Centre. She 
explained the many ways in which energy can be 
saved and the role of the energy partnership. 
Among the useful gadgets she brought along 
was a ‘Powerdown’, which automatically switches 
off desktop computers and all its peripherals, 
plus a device to tell you how much power your 
property is using and which appliances use the 
most. Sustainable Youlgrave is planning to 
purchase a couple of these devices and loan 
them out free of charge to local people who want 
to check or reduce their domestic energy 
consumption – more details to follow... 

SUSTAINABLE YOULGRAVE AGM – ANOTHER BUSY YEAR 

Sustainable Youlgrave’s second annual 
report and technical appendices are 

available by email from john@youatt.co.uk 
or go to www.sustainableyoulgrave.org.  

Above: Sustainable Youlgrave had a stall at 
the well-attended Youlgrave Carnival in June. 
There were plenty of questions and some 
useful discussion over a range of issues. By 
the end of the day we had gained some new 
members and over 30 people had asked to 
be kept in touch with future developments. 
(The flowers next to John Youatt, seated, 
belonged to the Girl Guides’ stall next door!)  

STOP PRESS: AD project takes shape 
On Friday 4 July there was a seminal meeting of SY’s 
anaerobic digestion (AD) core group, with local farmers and 
committee members Sue and Tom Flower at Old House Farm, 
Friden. 

An AD plant takes in any organic waste available, 
including farm slurries, green wastes and food wastes, instead 
of sending them to landfill or for (less productive) aerobic 
composting. An AD plant’s microbes brew the wastes, 
producing  methane (CH4, a strong greenhouse gas). It uses 
the CH4 to power a gas engine, which generates electricity 
and hot water. Soil conditioner digestates are another end 
product, to return to farmland. 

Together with local farmers and SY’s experts, we will now 
take the many steps on the road, hopefully, to at least two AD 
plants in our valley, for local approval within Government 
policies. Sir Ben Gill, former NFU boss, has offered his support. 

We believe that such AD plants can not only benefit our 
local farmers, but also our community, by reducing landfill and 
greenhouse gases.  
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 • ARE YOU FED UP AND WORRIED 
ABOUT LARGE  HEATING BILLS? 

• DO YOU WANT TO HELP FIGHT 
CLIMATE CHANGE? 

A small group of us in Middleton are not prepared 
to pay high heating bills and with huge increases 
forecast this winter for oil, gas and electricity, we 
have decided to take action. We are forming a 
group to collectively buy oil and thereby negotiate 
a discount in price. To join contact Mike Edwards 
on 636687 or email rgvme@tiscali.co.uk. 

We are exploring the possibility of collectively 
buying the following to negotiate a good discount: 

• loft insulation (should be 10 1/2in thick and 
can reduce your heating bill by a third, 
average cost of £200, free for over 70s, 
grants available) 

Energy saving – what measures can you YOU take? 
NO COST 
• Check your bills and make sure they are not estimates 
• Make sure the boiler and heating controls are correctly set 
• Closing curtains at dusk can save £15 per year on heating bills 
• Boiling a full kettle uses 4 times the energy needed to boil water for one cuppa 
 
LOW COST 
• Use energy saving light bulbs – a single bulb can cut electricity bills by £10 per year and lasts 12 
times longer than old tungsten bulbs 
• Fit shelves above radiators and radiator panels behind – cuts heating bills by 10% 
• Use a water ‘hippo’, water butts & grey water recycling 
• Fit draught proofing to doors, windows and skirting boards – costs £10 and saves £10 per year 

 
MEDIUM COST 
• Loft insulation ~ £200 
• Putting 270mm (10.5 inches) into an empty loft can reduce heating costs by over 33% 
• Cavity wall insulation ~ £200 
• Costs recovered in 18 months 
• Appliances – look for the logo or the EU energy label 
 

HIGH COST 
• Upgrade your heating system 
• New boilers are over 90% efficient compared to only 60% for a typical 10 year old boiler 
• Install a low carbon technology 
• Choose from solar hot water panels, solar electricity panels, small wind turbines, biomass boilers, 

ground/air source heat pumps, small hydro-electricity turbines, small scale combined heat and 
power  

For more information go to the Energy Saving Trust website, www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/ or 
freephone 0800 512 012. Alternatively, visit the Energy Advice Centre, Market Place, Buxton (next to the 
Town Hall) open Mon-Fri, 9am to 5pm. They offer free, independent and impartial expert advice about 
making your home more energy efficient.  

Thanks to Shona Thomas (Notts & Derbys Energy Efficiency Advice Centre) for the above information  

• ground source heat pumps taking heat 
from the ground to heat your home. For every 
unit of electricity used to pump the heat, 3-4 
units of heat are produced. Can heat your 
home to a maximum of 60 degrees. Average 
cost £8,000-12,000. 

• solar panels to heat your hot water. Average 
cost £3,000-5,000. 

• biomass boilers, self-loading boilers using 
wood chip or pellets. Average cost £5,000-
14,000. 

These renewable energy installations are not 
cheap, but will knock hundreds of pounds of your 
fuel bills. With fuel bills soaring the payback time 
is getting shorter. Grants are available. 

If you are interested in exploring the possibility 
of installing any of the above through a collective 
discounted purchase contact Sue Watmore on 
636338 or email s.watmore@waitrose.com. 
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Britain's beaches blighted by plastic rubbish 

The amount of plastic littering Britain’s beaches is at its 
highest level since records began, according to the Marine 
Conservation Society (MCS). Their latest Beachwatch 
survey report shows that plastic litter on our beaches has 
increased by a staggering 126% since the annual survey 
began in 1994. Plastic debris now accounts for over 58% 
of all litter found on UK beaches, including plastic bags and 
plastic drinks bottles. Plastic-based cigarette butts are also 
amongst the most frequently encountered litter items. 

Sadly, the tide of plastic litter is not just an unsightly 
blight on Britain’s magnificent coastline. Over 170 species 
of marine wildlife including seabirds, turtles and whales 
have been recorded mistaking marine litter for food 
resulting in starvation, poisoning and fatal stomach 
blockages. In addition, plastic packaging and discarded 
fishing nets injure, entangle and drown some of Britain’s 
favourite marine wildlife, including seals and dolphins. 

The MCS Beachwatch 2007 Report is based on data 
collected by almost 4,000 volunteers on 354 UK beaches 
surveyed in mid-September last year. They surveyed 
168.5km of coast and removed over 346,000 litter items. 
The average density of UK beach litter was 2,054 items of 
litter per kilometre  – an average of two items for every 
metre stretch of beach! Go to www.adoptabeach.org.uk.  

Love food, hate waste 
• 6.7 million tonnes  of food, much of it perfectly 

edible, is thrown away by households in the UK 
every year 

• 40% of it (by weight) is fresh fruit and vegetables 
• 5.1 million potatoes are discarded every single 

day, plus 4.4 million whole and untouched 
apples, 2.8 million tomatoes and 1.6 bananas 

• Around 1.3 million  unopened yoghurt pots, 
5,500 whole chickens and 440,000 ready meals 
are thrown away in the UK on a daily basis 

• Approximately 20% of our climate change 
emissions are related to the production, 
processing, transportation and storage of food 

• Rotting food in landfill is a major source of 
methane, an especially harmful greenhouse gas. 

More details from www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/ 

NEW £1M ECO CENTRE FOR PEAK 
The UK’s first adult community education eco 
centre will be built near Wirksworth, after 
Derbyshire County Council was awarded 
£901,000 by the Learning and Skills Council. The 
centre will cost over £1 million and be a regional 
and national showcase for sustainable 
development, as well as promoting traditional 
local crafts and skills such as drystone walling 
and slate roofing. The building will incorporate a 
green roof, rainwater harvesting, thermal heat 
pumps and solar panels. Work is due to start 
later this year and it will be sited on land owned 
by the National Stone Centre. 
 
ACT ON CO2 
Sustainable Youlgrave is featured in a new 
Government booklet. Acting on CO2 in the East 
Midlands includes SY as a short case study on 
community action, alongside a number of other 
diverse projects and people across the region. 
‘Act on CO2’ is a national Government initiative 
that aims to help make the link between everyday 
behaviour and climate change: 
www.direct.gov.uk/ActOnCO2  includes a CO2 
calculator which helps you work out your own 
carbon footprint. 
 
AUTUMN AWARENESS EVENT 
Sustainable Youlgrave is planning to hold a 
Climate Change Awareness event in the village 
this autumn, but we need your bright ideas for 
entertaining and unusual ways to present the 
subject and grab people’s attention. Suggestions 
to SY Secretary Andrew McCloy on 01629 
636125 or andrew.mccloy@btinternet.com. 
 
SUSTAINABLE WEBSITES 
Two websites of note (and both, incidentally, 
featuring Sustainable Youlgrave!) are 
www.greenyourworld.org.uk/ which supports 
environmental and building projects in the Peak 
District and NW Derbyshire; and 
www.everybodys-talking.org/ which is a Local 
Authority Energy Partnership initiative across 
Derbys and Notts. Among the groups featured 
are Bonsall Energy Group, Transition Town 
Chesterfield and Sustainable Wirksworth. 


